Irvington Presbyterian Church
Sundays

Fremont, CA

May 2016

Dear Friends,

Bible Study 8:45 a.m.

Recently I heard a pastor say he likes small churches. I can’t say the same. I
like the people of small churches but I have to ask why a church is remaining
(Nursery and Children Sun- small when it has the greatest news in all the world to share? A former disciple
of mine moved from Miami to pastor a small church in a small farming
day School During Service) community in Nebraska. His church is small but they’ve grown to draw almost
Irvington Chinese Presbyteri- 50% of the local population to their Sunday worship. Their youth group is the
largest in their county. How did they do it? It started with a desire to reach
an Service: 10:15 a.m.
people in bold new ways.
Worship 10:00 a.m.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Missions
Ladies Out to Lunch
Pentecost Sunday
Birthdays
Congregation Happenings
Bible Studies
IPC Life
12 Hours of Prayer
Free Breakfast Program
Do You Know The
Difference
Getting to Know the
Congregation
May Calendar
Techie” Talk

2
2
2
3
3
3
4
5
5
5
6
7
8

Last month I wrote how sixty years ago next year, our church with a membership
not much bigger than we are now made a hard, gutsy decision to let go of its
small, antiquated facility on Fremont Boulevard and move to the spacious lot we
now have. They anticipated the growth before it came and were in the right
place at the right time, God’s time.
Today our church, I believe, is in the right place at the right time. We have one
of the last big church campuses with a big lot in a city that is growing denser by
the month. It is the right place at the right time right now. But as a small church
we can’t meet many of the needs of those moving in. How will singles meet
partners in our church? How will youth find others to relate to? How will choral
singers find an outlet? How will young couples find like-minded people to
encourage them? Probably not very well in a small church.
So what do we need to do to bring these folks in? First of all we need the
mindset that says we don’t want to be small and we’ll do whatever it takes (within
Scripture) to change. Can you say that? Can you mean
that? Will your actions display that? In Matthew 9:38
Jesus said “Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest field.” If God sends us
the workers for the harvest will we be ready and willing
to sacrifice whatever it takes to equip them? Next
month I’ll hopefully be able to give you something more
concrete but in the meantime answer the above
questions and pray to the Lord of the harvest for
workers in this ripe harvest field. Thanks.

Pastor Larry

Mission and Choir Members visit
Sojourner Truth Presbyterian Church
On Saturday March 26, several members of IPC’s Mission Team and the Choir visited the Sojourner Truth
Presbyterian Church in Richmond to see the Easter play “The Last 7 Words of Jesus” - a musical written
and directed by our very own, Pastor Monica Moore and SafeHouse.
A packed church enjoyed an evening filled with three hours of drama, amazing
music and dance. The seven last words of Christ are powerful, profound and
have life changing consequences for us all. This play brought out the raw emotions and the reality of the suffering Christ endured so that we can be saved.
Thank you Pastor Monica for inviting us to be part of this wonderful event. May
God continue to bless you and your work at SafeHouse.

IPC Ladies Out to Lunch
Our April fellowship lunch gathering was held at the Market Broiler restaurant with 12 ladies in
attendance. All enjoyed a delicious meal and a great hour of camaraderie, renewing old friendships
and promoting new relationships. Even though some of our
regular attendees were on vacation, we were pleased that several
new faces showed. We were especially delighted to have one of
our former members now living in North Carolina in attendance.
Informal discussions included the loving and the embracing of
neighbors in our diverse community as we grow our church. The
importance of music in enhancing our worship experience also led
to lively discussions of hymns versus praise songs.
Our next lunch gathering will be at 11:30 on Wednesday May 18 at:
Tyme for Tea & Co.
37501 Niles Blvd.
Fremont, CA. 94536
This is a Victorian Tea room located in the heart of the historic Niles
District.
Contact Gill Carson at 510 657 4069 to reserve your place.

PENTECOST SUNDAY, 15 MAY
Wear Red to Church Day
In recognition of the flames of the Holy Spirit.
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Mustapha Baksh
Betty Burke
Don Carson
Jean Landrum
Tom Mardirosian
Jeanette Ollison
Bruce Schlobohm

Rest in Peace Carter Hennessey
1931—2016
Prayers for Sandra
& the Hennessey Family

Highlights for MAY
3rd - Church Wide GOTS
10th - Presbytery Meeting - Clayton Valley
10th - Tri City Free Breakfast Steering Comm Mtg
12th - SIS Prayer Group
12th - Mission Meeting
15th - Pentecost Sunday
18th - Ladies Out to Lunch - Tyme for Tea & Co.
22nd - Trinity Sunday
24th - Regular Session Meeting
29th - Memorial Day Sunday
30th - Memorial Day - Church Office Closed
Mondays: Women’s Bible Study - Women’s Bible
Study at IPC in McKowen Room
Home Bible Study - 2nd & 4th Monday
at Mary Ellen McKowen’s Home

June 2016
7th - GOTS Meeting
9th - SIS Prayer Group
9th - Mission Team Meeting
14th - Flag Day
19th - Father’s Day
18th - 25th June - General Assembly in
Portland, OR

Wednesdays: Band Practice
Choir Practice

Bible Studies
Sunday’s Bible Study -

8:45 am in the McKowen Room. Please come in and join us!

Women's Bible Study -

Women meet weekly in the McKowen Room. If you would like to join, please
check with Carol Lynn to see about a study book.

Home Bible Study -

2nd & 4th Monday Bible Classes at Mary Ellen’s house. Contact Mary Ellen
McKowen for additional details.
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Studying and investing in the Word will cause you to prosper in life says
Joshua 1:8. IPC wants you in a small group or a LIFE group in Word and
Deed. You are not alone in this world. Make a friend. Do it!
The Monday Evening Bible Study is led by Elder Mary Ellen McKowen
twice a month at 7:00 p.m.
The Ladies Bible Study is on Monday mornings starting at 9:30 AM.
Coordinated by Elder Carol Lynn
The ROMEO (Real Odd Men Eating Out) is on Tuesday mornings at 8 AM
coordinated by Russ Pennelly
Ping Pong Wednesday evenings 7 pm led by Pastor Dick
The Monthly SIS Prayer Group is on the 2nd Thursday afternoon at 4:00
PM., is led by Patti Boyland.
The Ladies Out to Lunch is monthly on the 3rd week of the month
coordinated by Gill Carson
Chinese Bible Study is held twice a month on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday
morning at 10:00 a.m. at Sequoia Manor, led by Elder Amy Wu
Joy Bible Study on Sunday morning before Worship Service, and online
throughout the week on the internet, is led by Elder Richard Craig.
Choir practices every Wednesday at 7 pm and is a wonderful small group led
by Pastor Monica
Children’s Choir meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 am and
performs on the 4th Sunday of the month. Great for family and
children, led by Pastor Monica.
Tri City Free Breakfast Program needs volunteers to help feed those
less fortunate. Breakfast is Monday Wednesday Friday mornings.
Collecting food is an everyday task. Volunteer Coordinator is led
by Rich Doberstein
Mark your calendars to grow more in Christ for 2016! To learn how to join a
group, contact Pastor Larry 510.657.3133 pastor@irvingtonpres.org
Web: www.irvingtonpres.org
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TWELVE HOURS OF PRAYER
I have been asked to “explain” what twelve hours of prayer is all about. For the past three or more
years IPC has set aside a Saturday in February in which we as a congregation spend 12 hours
between 7 AM and 7 PM praying in our Sanctuary. This is done by having one or more at a time
going into the Sanctuary and quietly (not out loud) praying to the LORD for a period of thirty minutes.
Suggestions for prayer are provided before entering the Sanctuary. These consist of the
Missionaries supported by IPC, church programs, our national leaders, our service personal, and
throughout the day all members of the congregation are prayed for individually.
This past year was a disappointment in that we only had enough people sign up to pray for nine
hours (7AM to 4PM). Any time spent in prayer is a blessing; however, we would like to make it a full
12 hours in the future.
If you have questions or suggestions please contact Darlene Neesham at (510) 656-3832.

Tri-City Free Breakfast Program is happy to announce they have met or exceeded the $5,000
matching grant challenge from Despeaux Good Works Fund. Thank you to everyone who gave to
the Program during this challenge.
In March 2016, we served 2,016 guest, 2,784 meals, unknown number of provisions and over 605
volunteer hours.

DO YOU KNOW THE DIFFERENCE?
MEMORIAL DAY: A day to remember and honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice while
serving in our military.
VETERANS DAY: A day to show appreciation to those who have served in our military and are
still living.
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Getting to Know Your Congregation
The Geevarghese family, Nibin, Tessy and Christina, received a joyful welcome as new members of
our church on Easter Sunday, March 27. After relocating to Fremont in January of this year they
started looking for churches in the area, scouring many websites including
IPC’s. After their first visit on January 31, they knew they had found their
church home. As Nibin and Tessy stated: “We liked the atmosphere at IPC
and did not think of attending another Church. We found the people to be
warm and welcoming so we stayed.” Christian education is important for their
daughter and will continue to play a significant role in her growth and
development. Christina is now 21/2 years old and is currently on the waiting
list to attend pre-school. They feel that IPC is helping to train Christina to
lead a life that pleases the Lord.
Nibin was born in Kerala, a state in South India on the Malabar coast. He
completed his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in Computer Science and
currently works as a Senior Technical Engineer for a High-Tech company in
Palo Alto. Tessy was born in Doha, the capital of Qatar, while her parents
were working there. After completing her primary education the family returned to Kerala in 1996.
She then completed her Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in Electronics and Communication
Engineering and served as an Assistant
Professor in Engineering College before coming to the
US. In keeping with customs and traditions, Nibin and Tessy have an arranged marriage. This is a
type of marital union where the bride and groom are selected and the union is blessed by their
parents.
Nibin and Tessy were born into Christian families and have experienced the love of God throughout
their lives. Their families have shared their faiths with them since childhood. This has brought them
nearer to God and they continue to identify God in all phases of their lives. Tessy recalls the Bible
reference her parents used to describe her miraculous birth: Her mother Elizabeth prayed to God
for a child just like Hannah did before she gave birth to Samuel. After ten years of constant prayers,
God blessed Elizabeth with two daughters, Tessy and Teena, whom they raised to love the Lord.
All that the family has achieved in their lives is because of God’s grace. They are grateful for God’s
love and have pledged to teach His words to their children.
The Geevarghese family decided to live in this area because of its large Indian community.
Fremont provides them with a feeling of comfort and familiarity in a diverse setting. They hope to
continue living here and look to IPC for their spiritual growth.
They believe that they have received special gifts of faith, generosity, mercy and skills from God that
will help them contribute to the growth of their new church and the church family. They look forward
to using their talents to become part of the Worship Team and Facilities Maintenance.
We are blessed to have Nibin, Tessy and Christina as members of the IPC family; and the many
talents, abilities and spiritual gifts they bring to our growing church.
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8:45 AM BIBLE STUDY

1

8

MON
2

7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST
9:30 AM WOMEN’S BIBLE
STUDY

9

TUE
8:00 AM THE ROMEO
(REAL ODD MEN EATING
OUT)
7:00 PM CHURCH WIDE
GOTS MEETING
10:00 AM CHINESE BIBLE
STUDY
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MAY 2016

WED
4

7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST
6:00 PM PRAISE GROUP
PRACTICE
7:00 PM CHOIR PRACTICE
7:00 PM PING PONG
11

THU
5

12

8:00 AM THE ROMEO (REAL
ODD MEN EATING OUT)

5:00 PM MISSION TEAM
MEETING

4:00 PM SIS MEETING

7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST
9:30 AM WOMEN’S BIBLE

10:00 AM CHINESE BIBLE
PRACTICE
STUDY
7:00 PM CHOIR PRACTICE
7:00 PM TRI CITY FREE
BREAKFAST STEERING COMM. 7:00 PM PING PONG

11:30 AM LADIES OUT TO
LUNCH - TYME FOR TEA

7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST

6:00 PM PRAISE GROUP

7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST

7:00 PM MCKOWEN HOME
BIBLE STUDY

17

19

16

7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST

8:00 AM THE ROMEO
(REAL ODD MEN EATING
OUT)

6:00 PM PRAISE GROUP
7:00 PM CHOIR PRACTICE
7:00 PM PING PONG
25
7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST
6:00 PM PRAISE GROUP
PRACTICE
7:00 PM CHOIR PRACTICE
7:00 PM PING PONG

26

18

10:00 AM WORSHIP,
STUDY
COMMUNION & CHILDREN’S
CHURCH

PENTECOST SUNDAY 15
8:45 AM BIBLE STUDY
9:30 AM WOMEN’S BIBLE
STUDY

10:00 AM CHINESE BIBLE
STUDY

24
8:00 AM THE ROMEO (REAL
ODD MEN EATING OUT)

23

10:00 AM WORSHIP &
CHILDREN’S CHURCH

22
7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST

7:00 PM REGULAR SESSION
MEETING

TRINITY SUNDAY
8:45 AM BIBLE STUDY

9:30 AM WOMEN’S BIBLE
STUDY

10:00 AM CHINESE BIBLE
STUDY

10:00 AM CHINESE BIBLE
STUDY

8:00 AM THE ROMEO (REAL
ODD MEN EATING OUT)

31

10:00 AM WORSHIP &
CHILDREN’S CHURCH

7:00 PM MCKOWEN HOME
BIBLE STUDY

MEMORIAL DAY

30

8:45 AM BIBLE STUDY

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSSED

29

10:00 AM WORSHIP &
CHILDREN’S CHURCH

FRI

7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST

7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST

7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST

7:00 AM FREE BREAKFAST

20

13

6

28

21

14

7

SAT

27
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IRVINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
4181 IRVINGTON AVENUE
P O BOX 1366
FREMONT CA 94538-0133
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Please note: May 25th is the deadline for the June issue.
All articles are to be emailed to nicholsb@earthlink.net or mailed to:
Bonnie and Teresa at P. O. Box 48, Shingletown, CA 96088
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us via email or phone at (530) 355-8685 or
(510) 821-1072 (leave message and we will call you back).
The Cornerstone keeps current and past congregation members informed of all activities at IPC.
Pictures are always welcome.
Your timely submissions are appreciated!

If you answered yes, IPC has three exciting news items for you!
1. LIKE us on our FACEBOOK page:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Irvington-Presbyterian-Church/116256295065982
Share events, make comments, keep in touch with friends.
2. Visit our website at www.irvingtonpres.org. It is updated with all events and news. We will also be
posting the Cornerstone to the website so you can read it there also.
3. If you have provided us with your email address, check your in-box for your electronic copy of the
Cornerstone.
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