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Why does church membership matter? Why is church attendance not enough?  

Ed Stetzer 

Bring up church membership and watch people squirm. 

It isnôt that people in culture are against membership as an ideaðCostco seems to be 

doing well. 

Perhaps it is because church membership is not often defined well. Itôs one of those things 
that when misunderstood seems a bit like eating your spinachðñat least try it before you 

decide you donôt like it.ò 

Makes you want to sign right up, doesnôt it? 

But in the New Testament, people in churches are recognized as being in some sort of 
community. Itôs just that the reality is how community is expressed in Scripture has fallen 

on hard times over the last couple of thousand years. 

Membership is often misunderstood, misapplied or not applied at all. 

Membership Reality 

The reality is we have often thought of membership like belonging to a select club, or like 

the old American Express commercial where ñmembership has its privileges.ò 

That is not the way the Bible refers to membership. In fact, in 1 Corinthians Paul doesnôt 
say the church is like a body. He says the church is a body. The phrase he uses to 

describe the individual connectedness is we are ñmembers of the body.ò 

Membership is often misunderstood, misapplied or not applied at all. 

The word ñmemberò in the Bible is more closely related to the medical word ñmemberò than it is to 
the common cultural term. As an example, some of you who are reading may have lost a finger or 
toe in an accident. On that unfortunate day, you were dismembered. Thatôs the actual technical 

terminology. A member of your body was separated from the body. That is a tragic thing. 

Yet today in Western culture, being separated from the body of believers is not tragic. Itôs 

almost normal. It is almost understood that Christians and churches should be 

separated. Lone Ranger Christians are common.  

Continued on Page 6 
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Rancho Santa Marta  Rancho Santa Marta    
One of the ministries that IPC has supported for many years is Rancho Santa Marta, a non-denominational 
evangelical Christian ministry for at-risk and abandoned Mexican children some of whom are mentally and 
emotionally challenged.  These children have special education needs from  the consequences of living in 
unstable, unloved and often abusive environments. Many of these children would not have a home or come 
to know Jesus Christ as their savior without your continued prayers and support.   

Rancho Santa Marta is located on a 450 acre working ranch, about 66 miles south of Ensenada in 
Baja California. The Ministry consists of a preschool elementary and Jr. high schools with an  
integrated program for mentally challenged children.   

Bill and Kaye Lawrence who were called by God to found Rancho Santa 
Marta more than 33 years ago, recently retired from the administration of 
the home.  They will remain active as liaisons and consultants with the 
churches and groups that support the home.  Your Missions Team is 
planning for Bill and Kaye to visit us later this year and share how God is 
using Rancho/Colegio Santa Marta to reach out to the less fortunate in 
Mexico.                                                                                                                   

Two years ago Bill and Kaye passed the ñSanta Marta 24/7 Hatò to their 
daughter Tina (Lawrence) and her husband Rod Struiksma.  Rod and 
Tina have five children, Rocio, Jonathan, Isaac,  Hosea and Reka. Rod & 

Tina have accepted the responsibility as directors of Santa Marta. Tina is the principal of Colegio 
Santa Marta as well as a reading specialist and kindergarten teacher. Rod is the administrator of 
the home.  

Jesus said: ñLet the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as theseò  Matthew 19:13. 

Dalia, age 11, recently came to Rancho Santa Marta.  Her biological parents abandoned her at a 
very young age and was raised by an uncle and aunt. The aunt died several years back without   
telling her she was not theirs or that she has several siblings in another orphanage. The uncle 
continued to raise her but became abusive.  Finally an aunt reported the abuse, Integral Family 
Development tried to reunite the siblings but they had no room for Dalia at the orphanage.  She 

entered Santa Marta in the 4th grade but will eventually be placed in a 
special education program.  At first she was afraid but has come out of 
her shell and is very friendly.     

Six-year-old Jos® Francisco. was abandoned at age two in Mexicali and 
placed in an orphanage in San Felipe. Due to his learning and 
behavioral issues the orphanage asked the government to remove him.  
He arrived at Santa Marta with 3 medications to help 
control his outbursts. Those have been eliminated and 
he is learning to manage himself. Please pray for him 

as he adapts to his new home with the other boys and to flourish in kindergarten. 

The Mission Team thanks all of you who donate to our missions program that 
enables us to be a part of the work that God is doing at Rancho Santa Marta. 

[ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊǳƛƪǎƳŀ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
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Women's Bible Study - Women meet weekly in the McKowen Room.   If you would like to join, please 
check with Carol Lynn to see about a study book.  
 

Home Bible Study - 2nd & 4th Monday Bible Classes at Mary Ellenôs house.  Contact Mary Ellen 
McKowen for additional details.    

Bible StudiesBible Studies  

Mondays:  Womenôs Bible Study - Womenôs Bible 

         Study at IPC in McKowen Room 

                   Home Bible Study - 2nd & 4th Monday  

                   at Mary Ellen McKowenôs Home  

                           

Highlights for SeptemberHighlights for September  
20th - CE Committee Meeting 

24th - Session Meeting 

26th - OMF Conference 

TBD - Finance Committee Meeting 

TBD - Personnel Committee Meeting 

TBD - Clerk Committee Meeting 

October 

3rd or 10th - Church Day of Prayer 

6th - Session Small Group Meeting 

8th - Worship Committee Meeting 

24th - PB Make a Difference Day - TCFBP 

1st - No Session Small Group 

6th - Worship Service Changes to 10:00 am 

8th - TCFBP Board Meeting 

8th - Presbytery Mtg - Calvary Pres, SF 

10th - SIS Meeting 

10th - Missions Team Meeting 

11th - Day of Remembrance 

11th - E-Team Meeting 

13th - Town Hall Meeting & Potluck Lunch 

15th - Deaconôs Meeting 

17th - Ladies Out to Lunch - Boudinôs Bakery 

Wednesdays:   Band Practice  

Fridays:      Band Practice  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

 

Carter Hennessey 
Crystal Collins 
Dave Wegener 
Amanda Pitman 
Russ Pennelly 

Sandra Hennessey 
Thea Pex 
Amy Wu 

OMF CONFERENCE 
26 September - 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM 
First Presbyterian Church - San Mateo 

Heart for Asia Conference - 150th Anniversary Celebration  
See more at: http://omf.org/us/heart-for-asia-conference-2015/  

 

The plenary speaker is James (Jamie) Hudson Taylor IV.  and the 
theme is ñFollowing Godôs Call ï Celebrating the Legacyò 

 

OMF has developed some useful tools for churches to engage their 
congregation in responding to the Great Commission.   You will 
learn about these resources at Saturday workshops.  Several 
churches have used our missional small group curriculum and saw 
positive results.  The purpose is for the group members to journey 
together in finding Godôs will for their next steps.  Your church lead-
ers can use this curriculum to guide and affirm those seeking God's 
will in your congregation.   We have developed a booklet called ñSix 
Ways to Reach Godôs Worldò for everyone to be involved in mis-
sions.  Also, a staff is available to work with your church leaders to 
develop your own VISION plan to engage your congregation.   

http://omf.org/us/heart-for-asia-conference-2015/
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IPC Mission Team will be hosting another special event.   

This is a great opportunity to learn about Islam and how to witness to Muslims. 

Watch for details as the date gets closer! 
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MAY TOWN HALL MEETING  


